
1 
 

Plenary papers 
 
 
Monika Baumanova 
 
Social dimensions of spatial development at Gede, Kenya  
 
Keywords: Swahili archaeology, built environment, access analysis, social networks, 
Gede 
 
This paper aims to offer a fresh approach to the interpretation of social environment and its 
development at the site of Gede in Kenya. It is based on types of spatial analysis that have 
developed out of structuralist approaches to space, such as access and visibility analysis, and 
the analysis of social networks. The focus here is on the stone buildings on site, most 
prominently on the structure known as the “Palace”. The palace expanded in at least 3 stages 
of development, each built in an interval of approximately 50 years, from the beginning of 
the 15th to the mid-16th century. It is generally assumed that the town of Gede was ruled by 
the sultan of Malindi, but the particularities of social power relationships at Gede remain 
unclear. Similarly, the archaeological and historical data so far have not brought conclusive 
evidence to determine to what extent the town could have been actually ruled from the palace 
and what was the social role of its occupants. As the importance of structured space in 
Swahili society has been well established, this study takes the known concepts further, in 
order to derive a stronger basis for interpretations about the urban society at Gede. Of 
particular interest are the power negotiations and shifts of social values that might have been 
taking place in the last two centuries of the town´s occupation. The analyses presented reveal 
how the development of the palace undertaken in the span of 150 years altered the spatial 
configuration of this structure, which is also the largest building on site and which probably 
had to fulfil both community-oriented and private roles. The development of the 
communication structure within the palace shows how the original stress on common space, 
originally structured as similar to the ordinary houses on site, shifted through time to the 
preference of private space. The increasing differentiation in the positioning of entranceways 
and of the rooms´ accessibility and visibility might be seen as attesting to some changes in 
the social environment during the last 200 years of the occupation on site.  
 
 
Mike Brass 
 
Jebel Moya (Sudan): New dates from the largest pastoral cemetery in Sub-Saharan 
Africa 
 
Keywords: Mortuary, Sudan, GIS, OSL, Social complexity 
 
The early 20th century excavations by Sir Henry Wellcome, founder of the Wellcome Trust, 
of the Sudanese site of Jebel Moya, south-central Sudan yielded 2883 recorded graves, of 
which 2793 were excavated. The paper places the latest results from my ArcGIS spatial and 
structural analyses of the nature of burial distributions, both human and animal, and grave 
goods, into their temporal context through the application of OSL dating for the first time. It 
also re-examines the social implications of the individual burial assemblages and the 
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distribution of the graves in terms of how the spatial and temporal assemblages reflect and 
inform social organisation at the site, and between Jebel Moya and the surrounding regions. 
 
 
Louis Champion & Alexander Livingstone Smith 
 
Ceramic analysis at the site of Tintin Kanza, Bénin: Methodology and perspectives 
 
Keywords: Ceramics, Methodology, Benin, Niger River 
 
The site of Tintin Kanza was excavated in January-February 2013 in the context of the 
Crossroads of Empires European Research Council project in North Benin. The test pit 
sampled a small mound between the Niger River and a cliff, on top of which is a sacrificial 
cave, well-known locally and seemingly important in oral tradition. In 2013, we dug two test 
pits (2m by 1m) and charcoal samples from both were subsequently dated to around 1000 B.P. 
Test pit I (TTK I) is a good candidate to illustrate our methodology. Indeed, this excavation, 
in terms of material and cultural points of view, is representative of the main other test pits in 
the area. We found nine occupation layers with seven potsherd pavements and five pits, one 
of them very deep (4 metres). The ceramic corpus from the test pit contains 6715 sherds. This 
paper presents the methodology of analyses of these sherds and the first results. 
 
 
Joanne Clarke & Nick Brooks 
 
Atlantic Europe in the Sahara Desert 
 
Keywords: Atlantic Europe, Western Sahara, funerary architecture, rock art, Bronze 
Age 
 
Archaeological and genetic evidence in support of interaction between Europe and North 
Africa from at least 11,000 years ago has been presented by a number of authors. Genetic 
evidence for migration from Europe to North Africa as early as 9000 BC has been described 
by Achilli et al. (2005), Ottoni et al. (2010) and Pereira et al. (2010). Cerezo et al. (2013) 
present genetic evidence for prehistoric migration in the other direction, from sub-Saharan 
Africa to Europe, via coastal routes and/or across North Africa to the Mediterranean. 
Archaeological evidence for interaction also exists. Early Bronze Age (EBA) Bell Beaker 
burials have been recorded at Khemisset in Morocco (Bokbot 2007), while the discovery of 
Bell Beaker pottery in a cave at Dar es-Soltan, near Rabat (Ruhlmann 1951: 210), 
demonstrates that interaction was not simply via the Mediterranean Sea to the North African 
coast but that an Atlantic coastal route was also used. Schumacher et al. (2009: 993), argue 
for trade in ivory from the African savannah elephant to Portugal and south-western Atlantic 
Spain during the European Chalcolithic, and south-eastern Spain in the EBA, and infer an 
Atlantic route for this trade, based on the above chronological differences and on 
comparisons between ivory artefacts from Iberia and modern-day Morocco. Indeed, as long 
ago as 1955, Jodin (1955: 356) argued that an Atlantic trade route between Iberia and 
northwest Africa existed by the Neolithic.   
 
This evidence ties north-western Africa into the “Atlantic European Interaction Sphere”, 
which encompassed large tracts of western continental Europe, the British Isles, and parts of 
the Mediterranean coast during the Early Bronze Age (EBA) from the late third to the mid-
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second millennium BP. Interaction between Europe and North Africa during, and perhaps 
even prior to the EBA along the Atlantic seaboard therefore appears incontrovertible. What is 
not clear is the extent of this interaction and how far it may have penetrated into the Saharan 
interior. Here we argue that interaction between Europe and West Africa via a maritime 
Atlantic route during the Neolithic and Bronze ages may be extended considerably further 
south, based on a review of existing evidence and on new evidence from the territory of 
Western Sahara. Funerary and related architecture and rock art from Western Sahara share 
affinities with Atlantic Europe and are clustered in locales that suggest exchanges of cultural 
information was via an Atlantic maritime route and inland along specific drainage systems 
that flow east to west from the Saharan interior to the Atlantic coast. 
 
 
Matthew Davies 
 
Stone Cairns in Eastern Africa: A Critical Review 
 
Keywords: Stone cairns, monuments, landscape, typology, Eastern Africa 
 
Across northern, central and western Kenya, northern Tanzania, north-eastern Uganda, South 
Sudan, southern Ethiopia and southern Somalia there exists a wide range of stone built 
features which have often been casually referred to as ‘monuments’ but which remain poorly 
understood. In various configurations and with widely differing degrees of regularity these 
features generally consist of un-mortared piles of stone (cairns) and upright monoliths 
(standing stones) or combinations of the two. Some of these features are clearly related to 
practices of human burial and/or memorial while others may have had quite different 
functions. They generally seem to have been largely but by no means exclusively constructed 
by communities practicing degrees of pastoralism and with de-centralised and relatively 
egalitarian socio-political organisations – although the selective internment of some 
individuals may speak against this. Many of these features may be spatially, temporally or 
culturally related to one another while others may be completely unrelated, but as yet no 
study has adequately attempted to synthesise the wide body of work on such features and to 
place them in any kind of typological or chronological sequence. This paper represents the 
first step in a wider endeavour to understand the broad connections and disjuncture’s between 
this diverse range of features. It cannot claim to be wholly comprehensive; however, I hope 
that this may serve as a point of departure for more detailed studies of specific types, regions 
or periods of construction. 
 

 
Nick A. Drake & Roger Blench  
 
Reconceptualising the Palaeozoogeography of the Sahara and the dispersal of Early 
Modern Humans 
 
Keywords: Dispersal, modern humans, animals, Sahara 
 
Genetic and archaeological studies suggest that modern humans dispersed out of Africa 
sometime between 120 and 50 ka. There is however little agreement about the dispersal route, 
partly due to a lack of archaeological evidence, but also due to our limited understanding of 
past climate changes that would have facilitated dispersal at certain times and precluded it at 
others. One way to evaluate the utility of these different routes is to look at contemporary 



4 
 

animal distributions and their past dispersals as evidenced by biogeography, molecular 
phylogeny, fossil and rock art evidence. In this paper we put forward a preliminary analysis 
of the relationship between human and animal dispersal in the early Sahara, a likely route for 
modern human dispersal out of Africa. We present a model that considers the different ways 
humans can promote the dispersal of animals and vice-versa. We define three different 
mechanisms; facilitation, co-evolution and co-distribution, and translocation. We then show 
how this model can be applied to past human and animal dispersals across the Sahara. We 
find that the Sahara is not a barrier to dispersal for many animals. There is evidence for inter-
related animal and human dispersals during the last two Saharan interglacial humid phases. 
There is strong evidence for animals facilitating human dispersal and some evidence for co-
evolution and co-distribution and translocation. 
 

 
Salvatore Garfi 
 
An Archaeology of Colonialism, Conflict, and Exclusion in Africa’s Last Colony 
 
Keywords: Archaeology of modern conflict, archaeology of colonialism, Western 
Sahara, protest art, trench art 
 
When Spain gave up its colony of Spanish Sahara (Western Sahara) in 1975, it was annexed 
by Morocco and Mauritania. A sixteen year war ensued leaving the country divided between 
Morocco and the Polisario Front. This unresolved conflict has left indelible scars on the 
landscape, mainly battlescapes made up of numerous field fortifications littered with the 
detritus of war, and ‘the berm’, a succession of fortified earth and stone walls constructed by 
Morocco between 1981 and 1987, partitioning what was a pastoral desert landscape and 
excluding pro-independence Saharawis, from the western three-quarters of their country. This 
presentation will explore how this desert landscape has been transformed by war and how the 
Saharawi people are actively re-appropriating their land. This will be done by looking at the 
landscape at three levels of resolution. The broadest, or national level, will chart the growth 
and spread of the berm, illustrating the extent of Moroccan colonial control and the exclusion 
of Saharawis within and outside the territory. The middle, or regional level, will explore the 
militarization of a specific settlement – Tifariti - which was fought over during the war, and 
which hosted a unique art festival between 2007 and 2010. The third, finer level, will look at 
the land art that has been created as a result of the art festival, and which is now a new 
stratum of contemporary archaeology overlying the extensive prehistoric archaeology in the 
region. A great number of national barriers are at this very moment being raised around the 
globe, with countries adopting siege mentalities with their neighbours. This paper will 
explore how archaeology can help us understand these contemporary phenomena of 
exclusion and conflict.  
 

 
Robert Hosfield, Kevin White & Nick Drake 
 
On the southern margins of the Sahara: The Wadi Muqadam Geoarchaeological Survey 
 
Keywords: Sudan, Wadi Muqadam, geoarchaeology, Pleistocene, palaeolakes 
 
The importance of the upper Nile system and surrounding landscapes for the dispersal of 
hominins from Africa remains uncertain due to a current scarcity of data. The project has 
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begun to partially address this data shortage through a geoarchaeological survey of the Wadi 
Muqadam headwaters landscape (c. 15°30’N, 31°15’E). Remote sensing technologies 
identified the presence of potential Pleistocene-age palaeo-lakes and palaeo-channels on the 
basis of digital elevation models (ASTER GDEM and SRTM3) and spectral and spatial 
satellite imagery (Landsat Enhanced Thematic Mapper and Google Earth). The initial 
fieldwork targeted shorelines and surfaces of palaeolake basins, building upon previous 
research in the Saharan region that has demonstrated the concentration of archaeological sites 
in these geomorphological contexts (e.g. Drake et al. 2011). 
 
The April 2013 field survey identified lithic material from multiple periods associated with 
the palaeolake sediments and bedrock and terrace surfaces along the Wadi Muqadam: 
possible ESA (Acheulean biface?), MSA (classical Levallois cores and projectile points) and 
early Holocene (flaked and ground stone) artefacts, alongside Holocene pottery (with a 
variety of motif styles), ostrich eggshell fragments, and a variety of burial monuments. 
Although this analysis is preliminary, the MSA artefacts suggest the presence of hominins in 
central Sudan and to the north of the Bab-el-Mandeb Straits prior to the widely accepted 
dates for H. sapiens’ dispersal out of Africa. The distribution of archaeologically important 
palaeolakes also suggests a landscape in which, during favourable environmental conditions, 
a relatively stable hominin settlement would be feasible.  
 
The wider implications of the new sites and artefacts are briefly considered with respect to 
the potential role of the Nile corridor in modern human dispersal from Africa during the wet 
and dry phases (Foley et al. 2012; Vermeerch, 2001), alongside coastal (Bailey, 2010) and 
Green Saharan (Drake et al. 2011) routes. Consideration is also given to extant ESA and 
MSA data from Sudan, focusing in particular on the work of Arkell (1949) and Callow 
(unpublished).  
 
 
Eric Huysecom 
 
From Mali to Senegal: the research of the Ounjougou team 
 
Keywords: Archaeology, ethnoarchaeology, West Africa, population, environmental 
changes 
 

Following tragic events in the north of Mali between 2012 and 2013, the teams from the 
international research programme "Peuplement humain et Paléoenvironnement en Afrique" 
decided, after a suggestion from the director of the l'Institut Fondamental d'Afrique Noire and 
the rector of the l'Université Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar, to move their activities to Senegal, 
in the middle Falemme valley. 
  
Here we present the new research questions we have adopted and offer an overview of the 
initial results obtained as part of this research, which spans the lower Palaeolithic to the 
present day. 
  
In the context of this same research programme, coordinated by the Université Félix 
Houphouët Boigny in Abidjan and the Université de Genève, we have, in parallel, begun 
research in the Iles Ehotilés national park, in the south-east of the Côte d’Ivoire. This project 
is integrated into plans to inscribe the park as a UNESCO natural and cultural heritage site; it 
also aims to open, in 2015, an international field school in Côte d’Ivoire which will offer 
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placements to students in archaeology from the various countries of the region. Here we will 
also present in a few words this archaeological project, which has been identified as a priority 
by the Ivoirien government. 
 
 
Marta Mirazon Lahr, Robert Foley, Hema Achyuthan, Jose Manuel Maillo Fernandez, 
Aurélien Mounier, Frances Rivera & Alex Wilshaw 
 
Behaviour, adaptation and environment in the Turkana Basin during the later 
Quaternary 
 
Keywords: human evolution, Turkana, LSA, MSA 
 
The Eastern African Rift System is known to have played a major role in human evolution. 
The network of lakes, uplands and mosaic habitats provided a variable and dynamic 
environmental context for hominin survival, while the region’s excellent fossil preservation 
offers unique opportunities to understand the ecological landscape in which hominins lived. 
In this paper, we report on recent work on the western side of Lake Turkana, aimed at 
providing information about the evolution of modern humans and their diversity, from the 
later Middle Pleistocene to the early Holocene. A substantial animal and human fossil record 
has been recovered at a series of localities in the southwestern region of Turkana Province. 
These localities span different periods in the later Quaternary, but are especially rich for the 
period 12 Ka to 8 Ka. The fossil, lithic and bone tool records, together with 
palaeoenvironmental studies, reveal a complex history of lake transgressions and recessions, 
providing information about human morphological diversity, cultural adaptations to the use 
of aquatic resources, and on the technological evolution of the Middle Stone Age. Some of 
the material discovered in West Turkana also provides insights into the nature of inter-group 
relations among prehistoric hunter-gatherers.  We discuss the implication of these findings 
for the evolution of modern humans and their adaptations in eastern Africa. 
 
 
Victoria Leitch & Nick Ray 
 
Buried in Fazzan: tombs, topography and trade 
 
Keywords: Trans-Sahara, pottery, burial, tomb, distribution 
 
Recent work by the Desert Migrations Project has seen thousands of tombs surveyed in the 
Wadi-al-Ajal area of Fazzan, Libya, and over one hundred and fifty have been fully 
excavated, dating from the Proto-urban Garamantian period through to the Late Garamantian 
period (c. 500 BC - AD 700). The research team is in the process of writing-up and analysing 
these burials and this paper presents some preliminary results, focusing on the pottery within 
the tombs to indicate chronological and geographical patterns. This study also highlights the 
change from aceramic burial assemblages to ceramic ones, suggesting a shift from no pottery, 
to the placement of handmade pottery outside of the tombs for offering vessels, to the varied 
assemblages of ceramic vessels within the tombs.  
  
The purpose of mapping the different ceramic assemblages over time and space is twofold: 
firstly, to trace possible trading connections and periods of economic growth and decline; 
secondly, to identify trends between different cemeteries that could suggest changes in burial 
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practices, the movement of people across the landscape, and shifting centres of power. The 
findings of this pilot study not only demonstrate the benefits of integrated, collaborative 
research, but also have strong implications for demonstrating the surprisingly sophisticated 
commercial networks that must have operated across this arid stretch of desert, distributing 
goods, as well as ideas. This is evident in the burial assemblages, which suggest a culturally 
and ethnographically diverse population in Fazzan. 
 
 
Carlos Magnavita 
 
Progress report on geophysical surveying at archaeological sites of the ERC-funded 
Project ‘Crossroads of Empires’, Benin 
 
Keywords: Geophysics, survey, Niger Valley, Benin 
 
On the basis of a few case studies, the paper provides a general view of the potential of 
geophysical surveying for understanding African archaeological sites and briefly discusses 
the results of field research carried out to date at sites of the ERC-funded Project ‘Crossroads 
of Empires’, Benin. 
 
 
Katie Manning 
 
Population history of the Saharan Holocene. Using radiocarbon dates to infer human 
demography 
 
Keywords: Demography, Sahara, Radiocarbon, Modelling, Prehistory 
 
The Sahara is the world’s hottest desert. With only 2.5 million people for over 3.5 million 
square miles, it currently supports one of the lowest population densities on earth. Yet, this 
has not always been the case. In this paper, we use summed probability distributions of 
radiocarbon dates to make inferences about fluctuations in human demography during the 
later Holocene in Africa. In particular, we evaluate the links between climate change and 
social institutions on the one hand, and population patterns on the other. In doing this we 
present a new method for the reconstruction of human demography and suggest ways in 
which this can be used to develop our understanding of cultural evolution in the context of 
Africa. Our results support previous hypotheses, in which climate was a major driver in 
broad-scale Saharan population dynamics.  
 
 
Sarah Marden 
 
The Acquisition of the Maurice Egerton Collection at Tatton Park, 1896-1958 
 
Keywords: collector, collection, identity, acquisition, cultural biography 
 
The Egerton collection at Tatton Park consists of around 1050 objects of natural history, 
ethnography, archaeology and geology collected by the Last Baron of Tatton on his travels 
around the world between 1896-1958. The majority of the collection is of African origin, 
particularly East Africa where Egerton acquired land in 1920. Fourteen African countries are 
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represented overall. My PhD research, begun in September 2012, intends to create a ‘cultural 
biography’ of the collection by tracking and evaluating the changing meanings of the objects 
through the processes of acquisition and display. In doing so, it will use a distinct and under-
researched private collection to add new dimensions to the way we think about collectors and 
collections in the early twentieth century. 
 
This paper presents the first chapter of this research which will evaluate the active process of 
collecting through analysis of Egerton’s diaries. It will establish the rationale of the Egerton 
collection by questioning: ‘what was collected, when it was acquired and how, where it was 
kept, and why the collectors carried out their activity at all’, but will develop further by 
asking: why were specific objects collected and not others, and how have they been 
interpreted in specific contexts? This will necessitate a study into biography of Egerton 
alongside that of his collection to better understand his motivations, tastes and actions as a 
collector. This supports Kopytoff’s argument that it is not the fact that objects are collected 
that is interesting, but it is interesting to unravel why they were collected and by what means 
of intervention. Therefore, revealing the stories behind objects that were considered worthy 
of collection will also reveal the individual personality of the collector. 
 
This paper will also assess balances of power by deconstructing the act of acquisition. It will 
determine the positions and purpose of the peoples and objects involved and the level and 
nature of the sacrifice made to obtain the object. Locating Egerton’s position of authority and 
sacrifice within the exchange will generate new evidence of cross-cultural trading and 
integration and engagement between colonialists and source communities. 
 
This paper will therefore achieve two aims: to uncover historical evidence of collecting 
practices and expand understanding of cultural exchanges, and to establish the nature of the 
reciprocal relationship between collector and collection and demonstrate that the histories and 
identities of the two are defined through associations with each other. 
 

 
David Mattingly & Martin Sterry 
 
Population Dynamics in Fazzan 
 
Keywords: Historical archaeology, Garamantes, Sahara, demographics, oases 
 
Excavations in Jarma (ancient Garama) have shed new light on the history of the 
Garamantian capital of Fazzan, south-west Libya. The early first millennium AD was a high-
point for trade, connection and power relations at this site, one of the earliest Saharan cities. 
Despite its remoteness, Garama was not an isolated desert oasis, but at the centre of an 
unprecedented explosion of settlements and oasis agriculture. The Garamantian kingdom at 
its height probably covered more than 100,000 square kilometres. The combination of ground 
survey and remote-sensing along with a new dating programme of AMS radiocarbon and 
ceramic spot-dates have facilitated the development of a multi-period database of 100s of 
settlement sites, field systems and irrigation systems. These data can be readily compared to 
census data from the early 20th century that record in detail the distribution of the population 
along with gardens, palms, wells and other resources. 
 
This paper will use the archaeological and census data to experiment with ways of modelling 
population density and distribution along with agricultural resources from the 1st millennium 
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BC up to the 20th century AD, most notably with Kernel Density Estimates. The overall aim 
of these analyses, carried out as part of the Trans-Sahara Project, is to place Jarma/Garama 
within its regional context to better understand how it went from the urban capital of a 
Saharan state to an abandoned village in a declining oasis belt. 
 
 
Didier N’Dah 
 
Archaeological sites and land planning in Republic of Benin 
 
Keywords: Bénin, cultural heritage management 
 
Since the creation of the Benin Archaeological Research Team, which defines a research 
program covering the entire territory of this country, several types of archaeological sites 
have been identified, listed and indexed. Several research projects including the ERC-funded 
Project ‘Crossroads of Empires’, have contributed to the inventory and knowledge of the 
archaeological potential of this country. But planning work and public works often funded by 
international institutions are the cause of ever-more frequent destruction of archaeological 
sites. This paper argues that the archaeological and cultural heritage must be taken into 
account in impact studies so that it can be better protected and safeguarded. It further pleads 
for its management and conservation, which I suspect can contribute to the development of 
the communities.   
  
 
Sam Nixon 
 
The Ashanti-Hausa trade route and the Kingdom of Borgu: archaeological survey 
within the Republic of Benin  
 
Keywords: Republic of Benin, oral history, field survey, trade, Nikki     
 
This presentation provides a summary account of an archaeological reconnaissance in the 
Republic of Benin, following a section of the historically documented trade route between 
Ashanti and Hausaland, as well as investigating sites of interest associated with the Kingdom 
of Borgu. The Ashanti-Hausaland trade route was identified in the 19th century as one of the 
most important in Africa, principally due to the trade in kola nuts, and the Kingdom of Borgu 
was one of the key points on this route. The survey visited sites between the modern towns of 
Djougou and Nikki, and involved conducting oral historical interviews as well as 
archaeological site visits. No prior archaeology had been done in this area. Amongst the sites 
surveyed, three significant clusters of archaeological sites were recorded within the vicinities 
of the towns of Ndali, Bori and Nikki. While analysis of surface material culture was limited, 
it was possible to suggest certain cultural and chronological patternings for these sites which 
correspond well with the oral histories recorded. Not only do these sites appear to offer the 
potential for informing the development of the Ashanti-Hausaland trade route, but the sites 
recorded around the town of Nikki are considered some of the most important localities for 
understanding the development of the Kingdom of Borgu and its role in the trade. 
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Tim Reynolds 
 
The Haua Fteah, recent work and implications 
 
Keywords: HAUA Fteah,  Pre-Aurgnacian, Dabban, MSA, Modern Humans 
 
Recent work at the Haua Fteah has re-examined McBurney’s (1964) sequence of cultural 
change. Whilst work in Northwest Africa and Egypt continued during the time since 
McBurney’s excavations, Libya has fallen behind. The Cyrenaican Prehistory Project and 
TRANSNAP have reopened the McBurney trench and undertaken regional survey to 
reposition the Libyan record in the light of developments elsewhere in Africa. The work 
suggests that the site was occupied earlier than previously thought and has a coastally-
adapted economy that resembles other early modern human sites in Africa. The Levalloiso-
Mousterian that produced the human mandibles has much in common with the preceding Pre-
Aurignacian whilst the Dabban remains unique in North Africa. It is the continuation of 
rejuvenation of artefacts using chamfering rather than normal retouch that marks out the early 
sequence. Does this suggest that a ‘tradition’ of knapping behaviour is present that indicates 
population continuity or can other factors explain the observed pattern. The cultural sequence 
in Cyrenaica is also reviewed here in the light of work on the Green Sahara and recent work 
elsewhere in Africa.   
 
 
Eleanor Scerri 
 
Towards a new framework for the North African Middl e Stone Age: Recent 
developments in the study of Marine Isotope Stage 5 (MIS 5) technologies 
 
Keywords: North African MSA, Aterian, Nubian Complex, modern human dispersals, 
lithic technology 
 
North Africa during Marine Isotope Stage 5 (MIS 5, ~130-70,000 years ago or ka) is linked 
with modern human dispersal out of sub-Saharan Africa, the emergence of regional 
technologies such as the Aterian and some of the earliest examples of symbolic behaviour in 
Africa (d’Errico et al. 2009). These key features have led North Africa to be described as the 
‘launch pad’ for modern human dispersals (Balter, 2011), and typically northeast African 
MIS 5 ‘Nubian Complex’ stone tool technology has now been located in Arabia (Rose et al. 
2011). However, little is known about how these key features are rooted within the 
demographic processes of the North African Middle Stone Age (MSA). The stone tool 
technology of MIS 5 North Africa remains poorly understood, and no large-scale 
comprehensive assessment of its variation across North Africa has ever been made. This 
paper will present the key findings of a four year research project investigating the 
technology of the North African MSA during MIS 5. Aterian, Nubian Complex and 
‘Mousterian’/MSA technologies from nineteen spatially and temporally representative 
assemblages were analysed. The results indicate that these industrial nomenclatures are 
obfuscating finer-grained patterns of regional variation. Multivariate analysis of stone tool 
attributes instead revealed a number of geographically structured technological clusters, 
which may correlate with the spatial distribution of riparian corridors during MIS 5. By 
understanding these technologies within their wider North African MSA context and their 
ecological background within the Saharo-Arabian arid belt, these results are building a more 
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nuanced understanding of modern human demography and reconceptualising the idea of ‘out 
of Africa’.  
 
 
Alex Wilshaw  
 
The effect of obsidian source proximity on Holocene core morphology in the Nakuru-
Naivasha Basin, Central Rift Valley, Kenya  
 
Keywords: Later Stone Age, Lithic technology 
 
The Nakuru-Naivasha Basin, Kenya exhibits abundant evidence of Later Stone Age on- and 
off-site archaeology, which is comprised almost exclusively of obsidian artefacts. Obsidian is 
a high quality material for tool manufacture and preference for obsidian sourced from the 
Nakuru-Naivasha Basin, rather than other locally available materials, is evident even at 
distances of over 100km away.  Given the importance of stone tool manufacture, and 
therefore raw material acquisition, to the lives of these prehistoric people, what effect does 
raw material source proximity have, if any, on the lithic technology found at a site? An 
investigation was carried out on the lithic technologies of 32 Holocene sites (Later Stone Age 
and Pastoral Neolithic) with distances to raw material sources ranging from 1km to 100km. 
The morphology of flakes and shaped tools did not vary in relation to obsidian source 
proximity, however, the morphology of cores did. Multiple regression and General Linear 
Models were used to investigate these variations whilst also correcting for other potentially 
influential factors. The effects of obsidian source proximity were particularly evident in 
relation to the formality of core preparation and utilisation, and the volume of a core at 
discard.  
 
There exists an inverse relationship between a site's proximity to a raw material source and 
the level of formality of the cores discarded there; distant sites show higher frequencies of 
formally prepared cores and a reduction in the number of informal cores compared to sites 
with greater proximity to raw material sources. The distance of a site from an obsidian source 
accounted for 82.2% of the variation in core volume at the point of discard. Specifically, 
there was no pattern to core volumes when a site was within 5km of an obsidian source, 
volume declined steadily from 30cm3 to 7cm3 at sites 5-20km from a source and at sites over 
20km from a source core volume stabilised at a mean of 6cm3. A control group of sites 
exhibiting non-obsidian cores showed no difference in formality or volume in relation to 
obsidian source proximity, and consistently showed mean discard volumes of ~10cm3. 
 
The patterns shown in obsidian core volume are suggested to relate to planning and 
acquisition strategies based on logistical and caching radii; this supports conclusions drawn 
from previous studies on hunter-gatherer foraging patterns with critical distances of around 
5km for caching and between 10km and 24km for foraging. Increased core formality 
indicates that the quality and workability of the obsidian was tested prior to acquisition. The 
formalisation of cores improves the efficiency of flake removal, therefore conserving raw 
material. This ultimately reduces the frequency of forays that prehistoric people would have 
needed to make in order to acquire raw material and therefore would have reduced the risk 
that long distance travel posed to individuals and groups. Sites further than 20km from an 
obsidian source consistently exhibit a mean core volume of 6cm3, which is likely the limit of 
viability and therefore can be used as an indication of complete obsidian core exhaustion for 
this area. 
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Posters 
 
 
Paul Adderley 
 
Understanding palaeoenvironmental changes and their relationship to the rise and fall 
of kingdoms on the Tigray Plateau, Northern Ethiopia 
 
Keywords: Aksum, D’MT, Micromorphology, stable isotope analyses, fire husbandry  
 
This poster presents the results of an initial project that examines whether environmental 
variations such as land clearing were associated with changes in socio-political complexity of 
pre-Aksumite (D’MT) and Aksumite polities on the Tigray Plateau of the northern highlands 
of Ethiopia.  This region was a key area during the Holocene of cultural development in sub-
Saharan Africa, in which highly complex polities emerged, flourished and declined in a 
landscape in phases across pre-Aksumite and Aksumite times (ca. 800 BCE–700 CE).  The 
region falls within the Intertropical Convergence Zone, is subject to tectonic movement and is 
therefore exceptionally vulnerable to environmental changes: past scholars have assumed that 
the trajectories of these polities were dominated by the influence of such shifts in climate and 
landscape. By enhancing the paleoenvironmental record, we can begin to test this critical 
assumption. This poster considers the use of stable isotope studies to reconstruct vegetation 
types and paleoprecipitation, and the use of micromorphology and image analysis to consider 
charcoal abundances as a means of building a multi-proxy model of the past environment at 
three locations on the Tigray Plateau.  Each of these sites contains soils-based evidence that 
spans both pre-Aksumite and Aksumite times.  These data are combined with soil chemical 
data to allow a multi-modal comparison.   
 
For the first time, detailed paleoprecipitation proxies from a terrestrial sample set have been 
elucidated. Through examination of the changes in both carbon and nitrogen isotopes, 
changes in plant communities can be interpreted.  Similarly, deuterium values in long chain 
fatty acid methyl esters found in soil organic matter can reveal precipitation shifts in normally 
dry climates. Combined, these isotopic data suggest that the both the D’Mt and Aksumite 
kingdoms arose during humid periods, and that substantial long-term shifts in climate have 
occurred.  The micromorphology evidence reveals details of land clearance. Combined, these 
proxies offer a means to understand paleovegetation in respect of land-clearing dynamics and 
past climate. 
 
 
Mardjoua Barpougouni 
 
Archaeological survey, ceramics analysis, and the history of Gourmantché settlement in 
the commune of Karimama, northern Benin 

Keywords: archaeological sites, oral traditions, ceramics, Gourmantché people, Niger 
River 

The commune of Karimama, in the north of the Republic of Benin, is today occupied by a 
range of ethnic groups, including the Gourmantché, the Baatombu, the Tchenga, and the 
Fulbe. The oral and written sources are unanimous on the fact that the Gourmantché people 
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form an important part of the ancient settlement of this area, and indeed in the local Dendi-
Songhay language they are also known by the name “Gandayze”, which means ‘the first to 
arrive before the others’.  Various archaeological sites attributed to this socio-cultural group 
were examined during my Master's research, and study of these sites, even if still incomplete, 
reveals distinctive features in both the archaeological surface material culture and structural 
remains.  For example, various localities within this area participated in long distance caravan 
trade, and archaeological remains related to this activity are still visible. Significantly, this 
area was situated within a wider region which saw the development of various important 
West African empires and kingdoms, thus the role of this region within that development 
provides another important focus for the research. The methods adopted in this research 
include the study of the meaning and origins of place names and of the names of socio-
cultural groups, as well as the analysis of archaeological ceramics. The central archaeological 
aim of the present study is thus to provide tangible evidence of the ancient Gourmantché 
occupation of the region.  

 
 
Nadia Khalaf 
 
Decoding an ancient landscape: aerial survey and field walking in the Niger River 
Valley, Bénin 
 
Keywords: Bénin, Landscape archaeology, Satellite Remote sensing, GIS, Survey 
 
Archaeologists are familiar with the concepts and advantages of aerial archaeology, but 
studies have been mainly limited to European contexts. Remote sensing in African 
archaeological contexts is limited to a few case studies, yet offers a relatively inexpensive 
way to analyse the landscape setting of archaeology in great detail for large study areas. Free 
medium resolution satellite imagery such as Landsat and ASTER Global DEM can be used to 
map the geomorphological features of the landscape, which in turn can not only compliment 
landscape archaeological research, but can be used to predict the likelihood of archaeological 
sites occurring in a particular area.  
 
This poster will address the potential of using medium and high-resolution imagery prior to, 
and during, field survey at archaeological sites along the Niger River and its tributaries in 
Bénin. So far, over 300 sites have been identified during field seasons undertaken within the 
Crossroads of Empires ERC funded research project. This poster will present the already 
discovered sites within the landscape, and propose a new methodological focus for future 
survey during the 2014 field season. The field survey methodology will focus on the Alibori 
River tributary, which has already yielded significant archaeological activity, and will be 
compared to another river tributary in the region. Proposed survey will involve the use of 
transects along the river, a GPS investigation into site size, and an examination of surface 
material culture present. The overall outcome of a remote sensing and field survey integrated 
approach is to draw conclusions about landscape use and the environment of past settlers.  
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Hannah Page 
 
A Critical Review of Analytical Approaches to South African Early Iron Age Ceramics 
 
Keywords: Ceramics, Southern Africa, Analysis, Technology 
 
The poster considers analytical approaches currently implemented on Southern African Iron 
Age ceramic assemblages. The project aims to critically examine the current stylistic 
approach that dominates the field and investigate alternative approaches that need to be 
considered. These ideas have been initially assessed on ceramics from the Early Iron Age 
(EIA) site of Happy Rest in the Limpopo Valley. The project was carried out for my MA 
Dissertation, submitted in September 2012. The poster primarily considers technological 
analysis by the use of macroscopic examination of the fabric and also considers the possible 
use of X-ray fluorescence. It also considers the use of combining these techniques with 
microscopic fabric analysis. After initial examination of the Happy Rest assemblage it was 
evident that the commonly used stylistic analysis to distinguish typological facies could not 
be effectively employed, this being because of the relatively small size of the majority of the 
sherds. Thomas Huffman’s stylistic analysis relies on three aspects of the sherd in order to 
designate facies; profile, motif and layout (1980: 125). Due to the small size of the sherds 
recovered at Happy Rest, on most occasions one or often two of these aspects was unclear. 
Therefore, an accurate identification of facies was not possible, which leads to the 
consideration that there are potentially many Southern African ceramic assemblages that will 
not be effectively analysed if a new alternative approach is not found.  
 
The fundamental aim of the project was to consider alternative approaches. One particular 
theory used was that of O. Gosselain, which concentrates on the idea of “technical identity” 
(2000:189), that cultural identity can potentially be established by how an artefact was made: 
what raw materials were used and how they were manipulated. Using this theoretical 
approach, macroscopic analysis of the fabric was undertaken in addition to portable XRF. It 
is understood that pXRF has its limitations when employed on ceramics. However, used in an 
initial investigation to establish broad fabric groups and coupled with macroscopic groupings, 
it was highly successful. Preliminary findings suggest that this type of ceramic investigation 
could help establish the different cultural groups affecting an assemblage as well as give an 
insight into trade and the interconnections between communities. Furthermore, what this 
study suggests is that if this type of analysis were systematically explored, it could help us to 
understand the technical aspects of production, which could be used to examine distribution 
and trade as well as explore social boundaries identifiable by technological systems. This I 
wish to embark on for my PhD, hopefully beginning next year. 
 
 
Jean-François Pinet 
 
Past and present: an architectural survey of Birnin Lafiya, a Dendi village 
 
Keywords: North Benin, Rurality, Urban structure, A rchitectural types, Technical 
habits 
 
Could a city’s architecture and urbanity, as particular manifestations of the material culture, 
reflect its identity? In collaboration with the project Crossroads of Empires led by Anne 
Haour (University of East Anglia) a group of architects led by Victor Brunfaut (Université 
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Libre de Bruxelles) conducted research on the contemporary villages of Dendi, a rural area in 
the north of Benin bordered by the Niger river.  
 
The mutations of Dendi villages have been poorly documented since the first European 
explorations. Thus, the main goal of the research was to raise awareness and to bring new 
insights in this topic. Conducted in three phases, the research started with a first cartographic 
approach of the urban forms of five Dendi villages. The second phase of activity took place 
on the research field in Birnin Lafiya between January and February 2013. Through surveys 
and interviews, we completed cartographic information. Finally, in the last phase, we 
analyzed the collected materials. 
 
One of the starting points of the study was to examine possible links between pre-colonial 
ruins discovered by archaeologists of the project Crossroads of Empires and existing villages 
in the region. The village chosen as a case study, Birnin Lafiya, is located not far from a 
major excavation site, named “Tombo” (hill). 
 
A second important point was to test the “typo-morphological” method of analysis, 
developed in Europe during the 1960s, and determine whether it could be exported or not to 
the African rural context. Following this methodology, we analyzed Birnin Lafiya’s urban 
shape, road network, the development of the village, technical customs and construction 
methods. As a result, we developed a typological classification of spatial situations. In 
addition to the survey, interviews with the inhabitants were conducted to understand the 
current situation of the village.  
 
Starting with architecture, we open the study to other disciplines such as sociology and 
history. By applying the typo-morphological method as a starting point, we were able to 
question issues related to the local history, practices and customs of the inhabitants of Birnin 
Lafiya. 
 
Based upon the high amount of information gathered during the onsite survey, the study 
developed a first series of conclusions. First of all, in the selected case study, Birnin Lafiya, 
the study emphasizes the impact at a very large scale of French colonization on the city’s 
urban structure and architectural techniques. Beside this, the mutations in the urban pattern 
and architecture are indeed playing the role of material evidence of social and political 
changes in the region. This phenomenon can be observed also in other Dendi villages.  
 
 
Laurence Smith 
 
Suakin: a Sudanese port on the Red Sea 
  
Keywords: Suakin, Sudan, Ottoman, Ceramics, Trade 
 
The Suakin Project is an archaeological and conservation project on the Red Sea coast of 
Sudan. Suakin was the main port of Sudan from the 15th to the early 20th century, important 
both for trade and for the Pilgrimage to Mecca. Archaeological work is directed towards 
establishing the history of architecturally and historically significant buildings, and 
investigating evidence for the medieval town and the origins of the settlement. The poster 
will present a summary of the main archaeological results of the terrestrial excavations, but 
will concentrate on a reconstruction of the trade of the port from the 15th to the 19th century. 
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During seven seasons, excavations have been carried out at four house-sites, the Governor’s 
residence and one of the two surviving mosques. The terrestrial excavations were 
accompanied by an underwater survey of the bay and the periphery of the Town Island. 
 
The poster will also present the main findings of post-excavation study to date. This has been 
directed towards dating of strata, to provide a chronological sequence of occupation and to 
determine the earliest date of settlement, in the early 11th century, and the main stages from 
then until the early 20th century. A pottery sequence, believed to be the first established over 
this length of time on the Sudanese coastal region, has been constructed. The reconstruction 
of trading contacts will be based on secondary historical evidence for the later phases of the 
port’s existence, and on archaeological evidence for the earlier period. Contacts for the latest 
period of the operation of the port and for the earliest part of the period are also indicated by 
archaeological evidence, particularly the pottery recovered from stratified contexts. This 
includes glazed ‘china’ wares and stonewares, glazed earthenwares and porcelains with blue 
on white, black on white underglaze decoration. The historical and archaeological evidence is 
used to provide a picture of the development of the trade at Suakin over time, and indicate the 
main regions with which this trade was carried out, viz, neighbouring countries in Africa, east 
Asia and Europe.  
 
 
Lucie Smolderen 
 
Dendi women and their spinning kit 
 
Keywords: situated ethnography, material culture, technical sequence, memory, 
methodology 
 
The research, based on two periods of fieldwork conducted in the Dendi region of northern 
Benin (2012-2013) as part of the global Crossroads of Empires project, specifically deals 
with the pre-industrial and pre-colonial textile production of this area. For the last two 
centuries, this system of textile production has changed immensely and was finally 
completely abandoned by its practitioners in the 1980s. One of the aims of the research was 
to try and reconstitute the various technical sequences involved in this former production 
channel: cotton production, spinning and weaving activities. In the field, I had the chance to 
meet a few representatives of the last generation of spinners still living in the area. Spinning 
the cotton into yarn was entirely in the hands of women: they were the specialists in this 
matter. Therefore, I conducted a series of interviews with women old enough to have lived 
through the period during which textile was still produced in the area. At first, I was 
convinced my research would have to be based solely on their memories, anchored in the 
world of speech and not in the world of techniques. But then, during our interviews, a small 
set of objects regularly emerged practically “out of nowhere” and was brought into motion by 
the skilled hands of my informants: they were actually executing the technical sequence I was 
so interested in. This technical sequence became a channel through which it was possible to 
talk about the past and eventually I was able to reconstitute not only the technique itself but 
also the social world in which it is embedded. The poster will immerse you in this particular 
ethnographic fieldwork, highlighting its methodological specificities and finally showing you 
the results. 
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Workshop sessions 
 
 

Archaeology and Development 
 
Charles Arthur 
 
Development-led archaeology and ethics in Africa 
 
Keywords: Situational Ethics, Foreign Experts, Power 
 
Archaeologists offering their services to record and ‘salvage’ material culture on behalf of a 
developer can come into conflict with communities that oppose the destruction of ancestral 
lands. A professional commitment to the archaeological record can mean that serious 
conflicts of interest can arise, forcing archaeologists to question whether their main 
responsibility lies with the public or with the cultural heritage itself. In two of the most 
controversial cases in recent years, at the Merowe Dam on the Middle Nile and Prestwich 
Place burial ground in Cape Town, impacted communities have stood up and forced 
archaeologists to stop work. More recently, archaeologists have taken this step themselves, 
coming out in opposition to development projects. Most situations are, however, not as 
dramatic as this and an activist response would be counter-productive in many African 
countries where job creation is a priority. Listening to the experiences of others is one useful 
action and workshops such as this help remind us of the situational nature of ethics that 
depend very much on personal circumstances and the exact time and place in which we 
conduct our work.  
 
I begin this process by sharing some personal experiences working on a large project in 
advance of a dam in Lesotho that prioritised capacity building and community engagement. I 
outline the particular dilemmas faced as training programmes came to an end and 
employment opportunities for trainees did not materialise as we had expected. While these 
problems are heightened in countries like Lesotho where heritage infrastructure is almost 
non-existent, the case study also touches on broader themes regarding the power imbalance 
between foreign experts and the people they work with. Keeping both the situational ethics 
and the broader themes in mind, this paper asks what steps we can take as a community of 
archaeologists working in Africa to support the growth of ethically informed practice? Can 
we imagine a code of practice that might work across different regions of Africa? 
  
 
Patrick Darling 
  
Uneasy Bedfellows: Archaeology and Development near Benin City, Nigeria 
 
Keywords: Nigeria, earthworks, shrines, compensation, fraud, agencies, priorities 
 
A new gas power-station near Benin City in Nigeria was highly unusual in taking cognisance 
of the cultural monuments and other expressions of material culture within its site boundary. 
These included some sections of a 16,000km long earthwork complex, various local shrines, 
several graves and potential anthropogenic dark earths with sherds. 
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The fieldwork was restricted to two days of just a few hours each, during which I was ferried 
from one site to another under armed guard (kidnapping being a real threat) to replicate well-
trodden previous surveys of linear earthwork segments, without being fully appraised of the 
site coordinates beforehand. In respect of the shrines, I requested that I survey village shrines 
outside the plot in order to provide some control when assessing the integrity of the same 
village's shrines inside the plot. 
 
In writing up my report, I discovered that many of the linear earthworks which I had 
surveyed here nearly forty years previously were within the plot but not included on any of 
the maps - one set of parallel earthworks creating a low cordon-sanitaire ran right through the 
site of the main plant; and a bifossate primary enclosure boundary rampart on another part of 
the plot was also unmapped. This information, as well as the imperative to map and date all 
the earthworks likely to be destroyed, was at once relayed to the venture capitalist concerned. 
 
Similarly, the distribution of certain shrines in the plot far from each village did not fit the 
pattern of the control surveys; and later inspection of the photographs taken of various shrines 
revealed that old pots had been placed atop dry leaves, that galvanised iron roofs had no rust, 
and that many of the artefacts were incongruous - all indicating that some shrines were of 
very recent placement - probably scams to obtain compensation money. There were parallel 
observations from others about the recent appearance of graves. 
 
Once my report was submitted to the international conservation agency organising much of 
this process, I heard nothing more from them: there was no consultation about changes or 
improvements. After some time, there was a long telephone call from the venture capitalist, 
who wanted the control shrines to be ghosted out, as well as any reference to villagers being 
given any fertile dark earths. The venture capitalist promised to send me a list of the changes 
required, but nothing more was heard. 
 
Many months later, the conservation agency approached me to help find someone to do the 
next phase of the work (I was out of Nigeria by then). It turned out that one of my colleagues 
obtained this contract; and she was not appraised of my report or of the concerns it raised. 
The proposed plant site had now been shifted to the plot where the primary bifossate 
earthwork enclosure once ran; but no attempt appears to have been made to ascertain its 
course and, if it had previously been destroyed, why and when this happened. I had offered to 
survey the rest of the plot for earthworks, help obtain dating samples, and map any 
anthropogenic dark earths for very little remuneration; but this offer was never taken up. 
 
I obtained the reports which my colleague had been given; and they contained tiny odd bits of 
my report, some of them inaccurate, and none noting the archaeological concerns I had raised. 
Accordingly, I contacted the venture capitalist concerned and was promised that his agent 
would be contacting me to sort out matters. Nothing more was heard. 
 
At present, I perceive that the promises held out by developers to conserve archaeology and 
even to contribute to its survey and dating are severely constrained by delicate political 
considerations. The local communities see a bonanza in using and fabricating their material 
culture; and the developers are anxious to avoid any further hassle from the national agency 
concerned with cultural conservation, as they have historical grounds for believing that that 
national agency would prioritise venality before conservation.  
 



19 
 

The role of the international conservation agency supposedly facilitating this whole process is 
also deserving of scrutiny. Its various proposals follow almost identical blueprints for very 
different sites and situations; and it is a piper dancing to a tune dictated by factors other than 
honest archaeological conservation. Indeed, conservation turns out to be like any other 
business; and the potential of developers to help rescue archaeology may prove to be little 
more than window-dressing. Development and archaeology are indeed uneasy bedfellows. 
 
However, should the promises of the venture capitalist to help date the earthworks within its 
plot be fulfilled, should there be proper enquiry about the missing earthworks, should there be 
proper publication of my honest report in its entirety, then much of the foregoing would 
become disproved and irrelevant. Let us hope that I can present my final paper with news of a 
happier ending. 
 
 
Matthew Davies 
 
Who is the client and what will they do with it? Some thoughts on development and 
archaeology in South Sudan and Kenya 
 
Keywords: Clients, Developers, Archaeological Impact Assessment, Uses of 
Archaeology, Kenya, South Sudan 
 
Who are we ultimately working for? Who is the ‘client’? The developer, the local residents, 
the descendant population? Or is it the archaeology and heritage itself? Whether we like it or 
not, academic research projects produce information which may be ‘used’ by a variety of 
interest groups. These ‘uses’ may be multiple, contradictory and often at variance with the 
aims and values of the original research team. However, a stronger understanding of who the 
potential ‘users’ of our data are and why and how they might use that data may allow us to 
pre-empt possible abuses of the research and maximise the nature of positive engagements. 
The complexities of satisfying multiple ‘users’ of archaeological data are particularly evident 
in broadly defined development and salvage contexts, where formal relations between the 
archaeological team and the developer or client may be enshrined by contract, but these 
situations are far from simple often involving numerous hidden clients and other interest 
groups bound to the research through various legal, moral and ethical claims. Indeed, these 
complexities are true not only for ‘development’ contexts but also for more general 
archaeological engagements where multiple national and local interest groups (often with 
differing aims) may be entitled to representation during the project and access to the results. 
Archaeological research projects thus have a moral responsibility to negotiate a path of 
engagement that respects all potential stakeholders or clients (whether enshrined in contract 
or not) and maximise their access to, and positive use of, the data produced. Where conflicts 
of interest arise the ability of archaeological teams to act independently and choose their own 
course of action, rather than being bound to one stakeholder or another (normally a 
developer), should be a major issue; how to do so, may require taking effective contractual 
and legal advice. These issues are explored with regard to my own experiences of quite 
different archaeological engagements in South Sudan and Kenya.  
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Sada Mire 
 
Mitigating droughts and fostering knowledge: researching and managing threatened 
archaeological heritage in the Horn of Africa 
 
Keywords: Somali, Archaeology, Environment, Development, Heritage 
 
Somaliland is rich in cultural and natural heritage, hosting over 40 medieval ruined towns and 
over 70 rock art sites. This includes the Islamic ruined towns of Abbasa and Fardowsa, which 
are at least 800 years old, and the 5000 year old rock art site of Laas Geel which was listed on 
the World Monuments Fund’s Watch List of 100 Most Endangered Monuments in 2006.  
While local people have traditionally had a sustainable relationship with their environment 
and natural resources, this has not been so recently. In post-conflict Somaliland, recovery is a 
challenge, but it has been especially difficult during the recent years of severe droughts and 
famine in the Horn of Africa. The civil war has led to increased looting of archaeological 
sites, destruction of rock art sites (cutting and selling the stones for building material) and 
deforestation (incl. burning for charcoal) of mixed heritage sites/landscapes. The 
deforestation has led to prolonged droughts and a vicious circle in which economic crisis, 
wars and poverty lead to strain and eventual exhaustion of resources, whereby people are 
literally consuming their future. Although the body of heritage professionals and workers in 
Somaliland is very small and with very few possibilities for training or engagement of 
professionals in the region, recent collaborative projects have provided small but important 
training opportunities creating interaction and engagement between locals and bodies 
working with and for heritage, nationally and internationally.  The recent projects have also 
encouraged communities to acquire understanding of the threats facing their cultural and 
natural heritage as well as their traditional knowledge. Also the projects have helped create 
tangible outcomes for the local communities such as alternative livelihoods through heritage 
and tourism management skills. 
 
 
Shadia Taha 
 
Archaeology and Development in Africa: the middle way 
 
Keywords: Development, Suakin, legislation, heritage, community, responsibility 
 
Development presents opportunities and challenges, and is exceptionally difficult in historic 
cities. Development creates enormous problems for the conservation of cultural heritage and 
is extremely challenging, especially in developing countries. It requires a fine balance to 
ensure that the changes introduced by development do not affect the heritage value or the 
intangible heritage associated with it. I will use the building of Osman Digna port in Suakin 
(eastern Sudan), as an example. First, I will discuss the legislation and what is considered as 
heritage, and how do we choose between competing versions of what heritage is? I argue that 
archaeologists have an ethical responsibility to safeguard threatened cultural heritage 
(tangible and intangible), to involve local communities and to address their needs. To save 
the tangible heritage alone will be meaningless if we fail to protect the spirit of the place or 
the communities who give that heritage vibrancy and significance. Secondly, there are 
numerous development schemes in Sudan; however, international archaeologists are usually 
only involved in large scale developments such as dams or in working in areas of their 
interest. Other developments such as roads, mining or oil exploration are often overlooked. 
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Additionally, I will discuss the consequence when UK archaeologists for some political or 
ideological reasons, do not take part in some projects. Finally, the call for papers is titled 
‘archaeologists and development in Africa: consultants or activists’? Some archaeologists 
may perhaps not feel at ease in being ‘activists’, I suggest that they may try a ‘middle way’, 
which I call ‘soft activism’, which could be just as effective as activism.  
 
 
 

Archaeology and Ritual 
 
Laurence Douny   
 
Dogon material practices and the significance of bones in religious and secular ritual 
settings 
 
Keywords: Domestic Animal, Recycling, Transformative Processes, Cosmology, Tengu 
Dogon  
 
This paper investigates some aspects of deposition and material practices relating to bones 
amongst the Dogon of the Tengu area in Mali, as revealed in two distinctive sacrificial and 
secular ritual contexts. It seeks to understand Dogon perceptions about this matter through an 
examination of sheep, goat and chicken bones and by posing the following questions: what 
happens to bones after domestic animals are slaughtered and consumed? What do Dogon do 
with the remaining bones and finally, what is the cultural significance of the treatment of 
bones? I suggest that the examination of domestic animal bones enables insight into aspects 
of Tengu Dogon cosmological thought. This concerns Dogon world views as a gathering of 
knowledge and belief systems about life and death, as they emerge in the context of religious 
and secular rituals. In my analysis, a religious ritual refers to a series of actions performed by 
following a prescribed order and this as a means to control unpredictable events such as the 
rain via the supernatural world. Secular ritual considers systematic and repeated actions 
occurring on an individual and everyday basis and that are part of a routinized and 
established corpus of practices, techniques and therefore of meanings. In my first case study, 
I shall concentrate on a sacrificial practice that occurs in a rainmaking ritual. I contrast 
meanings that Dogon attribute to animal blood and flesh with those of bones, which in certain 
cases may be re-used or are discarded. I will provide details about the place of deposition and 
local meanings attached to it. My second case study deals with recycling practices around 
bones as they are recovered from local butchery (market place) and outside the compound. I 
am interested in the technical and symbolic transformations of animal bones into new matter 
that is incorporated into food preparation and used in the production of textiles. Framed 
within an ethnography of materials, I ground my research data and analysis in an 
anthropology of technique. In the context of bone disposal or deposition, reuse and recycling, 
this methodological approach enables me to uncover Dogon implicit forms of meanings about 
bone matter through Dogon technical and symbolic actions upon it. I shall conclude my 
presentation with some ideas about the materiality of bones, by linking the dimensions of 
materials, matter, ritual and thus Dogon agency. 
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Anne Haour and the Crossroads team 
 
Structured deposition and odd associations – some instances from recent work in the 
Bénin Niger Valley 
 
Keywords; Bénin, Structured Deposition, Medieval Archaeology, Pottery 
 
Fieldwork in January and February 2013 as part of the ERC-funded Crossroads of Empires 
project involved test pitting at three locations as well as continued work at the site of Birnin 
Lafiya. At three of these sites we encountered metal objects associated so closely with pottery 
that an accidental deposition seems unlikely. I draw on the concept of structured deposition to 
review possible interpretations, and I present these deposits within the broader context of the 
test pits within which they were uncovered. One major aim is to elicit feedback from 
colleagues on similar occurrences they may have encountered.  
 
 
Bryn James 
 
Medicine in their Hands: The Potential Role of Contemporary Healers in Broadening 
Interpretive Perspectives on the Materiality of Medicine and Ritual 
 
Keywords: West Africa, Medicine, Ritual, Archaeological Ethnography, Material 
Culture 
 
Based on two seasons of fieldwork engagements with healers among a migrant community in 
Ghana’s capital Accra, this paper considers the potential of ethnographic encounters for 
broadening interpretive perspectives on the materiality of healing.  Medico-religious practices 
in West Africa have been the subject of limited archaeological investigation (but see Insoll et 
al. 2013), despite being the focus of much anthropological research. Brian Morris (2011:247) 
notes one reason for this is that existing anthropological literature often “completely ignores 
the empirical or material dimension to African medical therapy.” As archaeology relies upon 
anthropology analogically, lack of ethnographic detail on healing material culture contributes 
to comparative silence on medicine and therapeutic ritual in the past (Insoll 2011:145).  
 
To fill this silence, the research approach to engaging with local healers was as partners, 
rather than subjects, in knowledge production, a position framed theoretically within the 
paradigms of archaeological ethnography (Hamilakis & Anagnostopoulos 2009). Ritual 
therapists’ activities were documented holistically: exploring the way therapeutic practices 
shape, and are shaped by, their lived spaces; the artefact assemblages structuring and 
supporting these practices; and the substances and medicines through which they 
communicate well-being to others. In keeping with the conference theme of ‘African material 
culture past and present’, focus is upon ways in which such dialogues indicate alternate 
possibilities concerning evidence of medicine and well-being in the archaeological record. 
Looking at two healers, one a mai-magani (medicine man) and the other a mallam (Islamic 
holyman), this paper will explore the implications of incorporating the voice of contemporary 
ritual specialists more directly in the interpretive process.  
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Neil Norman 
 
“The Gift of Scorched Clay” and Burden of Taste: Ritual Ceramics and the Social 
Process among the Gbe Kingdoms of West Africa 
 
Keywords: Hueda Kingdom, African Atlantic, Ritual C eramics, Religious Aesthetics 
 
The Gbe-speaking people of West Africa use specialized hand-built low-fired ceramics to 
convey offerings to deities, to hide shed body parts, and to demarcate household boundaries. 
Put simply, they negotiate the space between spirits—known locally as vodun—and people. 
Yet, those initiated into vodun worship describe people, ceramics, and vodun as all contained 
within a seamless field of interaction. There is no easy divide between domestic/quotidian or 
ritual/religion. Agency is partitioned within this triadic relationship and accordingly ceramic 
vessels are described as acting—often in a fickle fashion—on their own interests with little 
consideration of their “owner”. The Gbe pantheon is vast with upwards of 10,000 members 
and each vodun possesses its own biography and character traits. In turn, discrete 
arrangements of ceramics are used in ritual spaces to designate the temporary abodes of these 
deities. Offerings are required to direct a vodun’s attention away from the spectacular world 
of the gods and towards the affairs of humans. Thus, each shrine is catered to a vodun’s 
unique qualities and desires. For example, Legba the overseer of crossroads and ultimate 
trickster, requires carinated vessels filled with blood, hard spirits and palm oil while plastic 
G.I. Joe figurines appeal to the aggressive qualities of the war god Gu. This paper considers 
the philosophical and ontological underpinnings of modern Gbe vodun worship alongside a 
series of archaeologically recorded vodun shrines dating from the mid-17th through early 
18th century AD. It argues that the structured remains located within the shrines represent 
cosmopolitan accumulation, where Huedans used their position at the last stage of the African 
trade in war captives to lavish the finery of the Atlantic World on members of their pantheon. 
 
 
Jean-François Pinet 
 
Ritual spatiality in Dendi architecture, the case of Birnin Lafiya 
 
Keywords: North Benin, Spatiality, Social interactions, Urban scale, Architectural scale 
 
Can we distinguish the materialisation of rituals through specific methods of architecture 
analysis? Ritual has long been studied due to its social, religious and political dimensions. 
For the regions bordering the Niger River, research on the topic has been undertaken by Jean 
Rouch in the study of Songhay rituals. 
 
In the specific literature, ritual is perceived with a spatial dimension, the division between the 
continuous and discontinuous world (Lévi Strauss 1971). The ritual integrates sacred and 
secular spaces, spaces for social groups, and creates taboo areas. Thus, through what 
architectural tools can rituals be studied in spatial terms? 
 
In order to answer this question, we choose to refer to the ritual rather “as a sequence of 
activities involving stereotyped gestures, words and objects, performed in a sequestrated 
place" (Turner 1973), than as a sacred element (Durkheim 1912). 
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Between January and February 2013, during a typo-morphological study of Birnin Lafiya, 
Bénin, a series of surveys and local interviews were held. These statements, together with a 
cartographic analysis, allowed us to gather new data and thus establish a new basis for 
understanding the spatial aspects of elements that can be interpreted as ritual. These possible 
events have been identified in both urban and architectural scales. 
 
Among the results, the layout of the ancient roads, fondo in Dendi, appears to be related to 
the daily walks of the inhabitants and ritual walks. For example, some people regularly 
visited other members of their families or friends to start their day. This phenomenon 
correlates with Turner’s theories on the ritual, as means to maintain a balance in the social 
body. The division of the city into ‘neighbourhoods’ corresponding to a family or ethnic 
group reflects this social balance. 
 
According to interviews of inhabitants, the foundation of the current village would have 
resulted from a ‘Djinn’ possession. The ‘Djinn’ have designated the current location of the 
village and chose the name, Birnin Lafiya. Among the physical and spatial manifestations of 
these myths we can find the birni, a surrounding earth wall, today in ruin, and the ‘basfonds’ 
(garbage mound). These elements indicate the village’s successive stages of development. 
 
At the architectural scale, some elements such as kata or koutigui are potentially related to 
rituals. Kata is a particular typology of building used as a reception hall for foreigners, and at 
the same time isolates the concession from the street. Koutigui is a short pathway sometimes 
decorated with shards. The internal organisation of buildings can be linked to rituals, seen in 
their social aspect. As for example, the werendaizé typology corresponds to a particular 
lifestyle. 
 
The series of elements described above are meant to be developed and serve as a basis for 
further reflection on how the spatiality of ritual can be tackled. It is important to mention that, 
in the study of the ritual, the contribution of other disciplines is strongly encouraged.  
 
 
Stephanie Wynne-Jones 
 
Buried deposits and the ritual of place-making in the Swahili house 
 
Keywords: Swahili, Ritual, Household, Ceramics, Stonehouse 
 
Swahili culture is synonymous with Islam, and the religion is deeply implicated in the urban 
forms that developed on the East African coast from the 8th century onward. Evidence for the 
practice of religion is widespread, most notable in the mosques that formed a focal point of 
Swahili sites, but also visible in aspects of daily life and in connections with the Islamic 
heartlands of the Arabian peninsula and Persian Gulf. Yet Swahili ethnographies also speak 
to a wealth of local ritual and practice that gives East African Islam a particular character. 
This includes dance, belief in spirits and forms of ancestor commemoration. The archaeology 
of the region suggests that some of these practices are of long-standing, and suggests other 
ritualised associations that are less visible today. This paper explores one of these, the 
practice of buried offerings, and their possible meanings in Swahili society. In particular, it 
focuses on Swahili stonehouses as the location for such offerings, drawing on recent data 
from excavations at Songo Mnara. It is suggested that one of the functions of buried ceramics 
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and offerings was to inscribe value into houses and homes, linking them perhaps to particular 
families or lineages. 
 
 
Andrew Reid 
 
The place of religion in Great Lakes Africa 
 
Keywords: Great Lakes Africa, religion, shrines, power, heritage 
 
Although rarely discussed, there is a strong body of evidence relating to religion in Great 
Lakes Africa.  This focuses predominantly on major religious centres that are associated with 
specific locations, most notably the Nyakaima and Kaijja trees and also islands. These major 
shrines clearly contested ritual power within the state, offering an alternative to the 
centralising tendencies of the political elite and several even appear to have operated beyond 
the state, being autonomous and free of partisan tendencies. At this level these shrines occupy 
fixed locations whilst political power, in the form of capitals, was mobile and fluctuating.   
Besides these major centres it is clear that there were a large number of smaller, more 
localised shrines providing for the needs of the surrounding population. This evidence is 
suggested from place names and the plethora of shrines that occur throughout the region.  
These shrines would represent a potential alternative strategy for women, women providing 
the majority of spirit mediums. Explorers’ accounts and early ethnographies also make it 
clear that shrines were prominent in every household, a characteristic that is not present today.  
The arrival of global religions and their rapid acceptance, led to the hiding or abandoning of 
shrines and also led to the shift to a much more exclusively male dominated religious 
experience. In remote locations, however, women continued to lead prayer services on 
Sundays. In the last fifteen years there has been a pronounced resurgence in “traditional” 
religion with shrines appearing in many locations and seemingly independent of broader 
societal control. These have often targeted archaeological sites putting the practitioners at 
odds with heritage managers – who feel aggrieved that they have to recognise claims to 
ownership where it is known such practices did not previously exist.  There is also now some 
archaeological data relating to major shrines which suggest that it may be possible to 
distinguish religious activity. At the household level however it is far less likely that this will 
be possible, with ritual actions blending with the domestic.  In some respects this emphasises 
the need to consider ritual activities as being integrated within and not sanitised and divorced 
from everyday life. 
 
 
Abubakar Sule 
 
Reflections on aspects of the archaeology of Lower Gongola Valley (Nigeria) 
 
Keywords: clay, pottery, monoliths, priests 
 
The paper attempts a re-assessment of evidence from recent fieldwork in southern Bauchi 
state that sees processes of making pottery as a set of rituals rather than technology, and 
further examines the prospect of using stone monuments and their meaning along the narrow 
stretch of the Gongola river valley as a social boundary marker. 
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Indian Ocean 
 
Alison Crowther, Mark Horton, Ceri Shipton, Nicole Boivin & the Sealinks team 
 
Island foragers, farmers, traders and slaves: recent Sealinks fieldwork on Zanzibar, 
Pemba and Mafia 
 
Keywords: East Africa, foragers, farmers, Iron Age, Indian Ocean trade 
 
East Africa’s offshore islands are key localities for understanding the region’s pre-Swahili 
maritime activities and Indian Ocean trade connections. Evidence from a range of sites 
suggests occupation of some islands by stone-tool using groups from as early as the late-
Pleistocene, followed by pottery-using, iron-working communities in the first centuries AD. 
These finds point to the early development of seafaring capabilities by the region's foraging 
and farming communities, while the presence of foreign goods at several sites, some possibly 
dating from the first millennium BC, offers tantalising links to early Indian Ocean trade. 
Many of these sites remain poorly dated, however, and there are still major archaeological 
gaps, particularly in the subsistence records, that prevent proper understanding of these 
formative maritime developments. Here we present a brief overview of findings from recent 
excavations at several caves and open air sites on Pemba, Zanzibar and Mafia, and 
consider the implications for understanding early coastal adaptations and Indian Ocean 
connections along the Swahili coast. 
 
 
Mark Horton, Leilani Lucas, Henry Wright, Alison Cr owther, Dorian Fuller, Nicole 
Boivin 
 
Comores in the Indian Ocean: Archaeobotanical perspectives 
 
The Comores islands have seen limited archaeological work in the past few decades, and 
limited application of archaeological sciences methods.  In 2013, the Sealinks Project 
collaborated with the CNDRS to initiate re-investigation of the site of Sima on the island of 
Ndzuwani (Anjouan).  Small-scale excavation was undertaken with the primary aim of 
recovering archaeobotanical samples through flotation.  These samples have been analysed 
and provide insights into the arrival of agriculture on Ndzuwani, and during the earliest 
(Dembeni) phase of occupation in the Comores more generally.  Together with imported 
ceramics, the plant record from Sima offers insights into the Comores broader Indian Ocean 
connections, which appear to begin from the earliest phase of settlement. 
 
 
Solomon Pomerantz, Alison Crowther, Henry Wright, Chantal Radimilahy, Nicole 
Boivin & the Sealinks Team 
 
Early Malagasy agricultural communities and the wider Indian Ocean world - recent 
Sealinks excavations in Madagascar 
 
Keywords: Madagascar, Indian Ocean, agriculture, trade, East Africa 
 
The early settlement history of Madagascar by agriculturalists remains poorly understood. 
Despite overwhelming anthropological, genetic and linguistic evidence for multiple 1st 
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millennium AD colonisation by Austronesian seafarers, archaeological evidence for such 
arrivals remains sparse. Building on previous Sealinks work in East Africa, using high-
resolution excavation and intensive archaeobotanical and zooarchaeological sampling, we 
will explore the introduction and development of agriculture in Madagascar, and the role of 
these early Malagasy communities in Indian Ocean trade and exchange. Here we discuss 
recent excavations on the coasts of Northern Madagascar, at Vohémar and Mahilaka, and 
from Ankadivory in the Central Highlands.   
 
 
Michele Wollstonecroft, Kathryn Arthur, Dorian Q Fu ller 
 
An ecological and ethnobotanical investigation into the role of Indian Ocean crops in 
Borada Gamo societies (Ethiopia) 
 
Keywords: banana, East Asian vegecrops, edible aroids, enset, Ethiopian Borada 
highlands 
 
Indian Ocean Metal Age exchanges of more than a dozen crops (i.e. seed crops from Africa 
to India and east Asia, e.g. sorghum (Sorghum bicolour), pearl millet (Pennistum glaucum), 
finger millet (Eleusine coracana) hyacinth bean (Lablab purpureus) and cowpea (Vigna 
unguiculata), and from Southeast Asia to Africa of the "tropical vegecrops trio": 
banana/plantain (Musa x paradisiaca L.), great yam (Dioscorea alata L.) and taro (Colocasia 
esculenta (L.) Schott) begs the question about why these "exotic" edible species were so 
readily accepted by geographically distant, and ethnoecologically and culturally dissimilar 
human societies. The fact that each of these crops requires specific planting, harvesting and 
postharvest treatments raises further questions about the probable impact of the new crops on 
people’s daily and seasonal routines as well as possible changes in labour organisation, 
planting, harvesting and processing technology, land-use practices, seasonal scheduling and 
ethnoecological relationships between people and their environments. Most likely, different 
processes of diffusion affected the ways that each of the crops were dispersed and accepted. It 
has been argued that societies accept new foods only if they already have the technology and 
techniques with which to process them. If that is indeed the case, the acceptance (or not) of 
the tropical crops trio in Africa must have been influenced by pre-existing food traditions, 
such that people were prepared to invest in and consume the new food because they already 
grew and consumed something similar.  On the other hand, people may have been more 
flexible in their adoptions than has been speculated, and adopted new plants along with new 
technologies and harvesting and processing practices. To investigate whether or not we can 
identify present-day clues about differences in the roles of indigenous and adopted crops in 
African societies, and possible differences in the ways that indigenous and adopted crops are 
perceived, we carried out ethnobotanical research with enset-eating Gamo farmers in the 
Borada highlands of southwestern Ethiopia. In this paper we discuss the similarities and 
differences in Gamo uses of two East Asian tropical vegecrops, banana and taro, compared 
with their uses of the taxonomically-related indigenous vegecrops enset (Ensete ventricosum 
(Welw.) Cheesman) and kolso (Arisaema schimperianum Schott). Our results suggest that the 
Gamo have a significantly narrower range of food and other uses for the East Asian 
vegecrops, banana and taro, compared with those of the indigenous species. 
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Collections 
 
Vicky van Bockhaven 
 
The importance of collection research in the postcolonial museum: examples from the 
Royal Museum for Central Africa (Tervuren) 
 
Keywords: Central Africa, Leopard man, colonial, post-colonial, materiality, mythology 
 
At the Royal Museum for Central Africa (hereafter RMCA), postcolonial museum critiques 
have recast colonial collections, as biased remnants of colonial culture.  This has affected the 
research and acquisition policies of the RMCA, as well as curatorial research preferences, 
which now have a stronger focus on fieldwork projects that enable new collections to be 
acquired in line with contemporary ethical standards. One of the consequences of this has 
been that research projects on the historical collections were given less priority. In some 
ways, the postcolonial paradigm has created new biases. In this presentation the importance 
of basic collection research is demonstrated as a small but important step towards acquiring 
deeper knowledge of African cultures and histories. Examples will be given of little known or 
forgotten objects, for which more specific data and field photographs were found to 
document their use, enabling them to be linked with specific cultural phenomena or histories. 
This type of research creates opportunities to forge links between different disciplines and to 
identify themes for larger research projects. More importantly it will be demonstrated that 
approaching objects and display as sources of information from multiple angles, focussing on 
their materiality, their cultural biography and their agency, is essential for debunking colonial 
mythologies. In many cases, objects are the very essence of such mythologies. The case-study 
of the Leopard man, a display in the museum, dressed with ethnographic objects, will be 
explored. 
 
 
Catherine Elliott 
 
Past Present: Reflections on Two Southern African Collections Projects at the British 
Museum 
 
Keywords: storage, documentation, beadwork, textiles, engagement, collection care, 
management 
 
This paper considers two recent activities that the speaker undertook as a Museum Assistant 
within the Department of Africa, Oceania and the Americas (AOA) at the British Museum. 
These projects, one to improve the storage and documentation of mainly historical items of 
beadwork and the other to support an exhibition of contemporary textiles, provided the 
opportunity for closer engagement with the Museum's southern African collections.  
 
The southern (mainly South) African beadwork required re-storage ahead of the upcoming 
AOA collections move to new premises at the Museum's Bloomsbury site. The project 
entailed reorganising Southern African beadwork and rehousing it into new drawer units. It 
required surveying the collections and also provided scope to improve the Museum's database 
entries (and online catalogue) through the addition of object photographs and other 
information. Whereas the beadwork task was concerned with more historical collections, the 
textile project had a contemporary focus. Curated by Chris Spring, Social Fabric: African 
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Textiles Today - Textiles of Southern and Eastern Africa, was a chance to help install and de-
install an exhibition, as well as to collect and research a number of Southern African objects 
on behalf of the Museum. Collections care and management, research and collecting are 
activities that we, as museum professionals, might sometimes take as part and parcel of our 
work without perhaps having time to reflect on these practices. By examining these two case 
studies, it is hoped that a discussion may follow around the importance of taking stock and of 
looking to the future.  
 
 
Rachel Hand 
 
Rat Traps, Donkey Muzzles and Coffin Art: The African Ethnographic Collections in 
the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge 
 
Keywords:  historic collections, contemporary acquisitions, family archives 
 
The Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology in Cambridge holds over 15,000 African 
items from travellers, missionaries, colonial officers and anthropologists, many connected to 
the University. These acquisitions slowed after the 1940s, but a resurgence in the last 5 years 
has come from a combination of historic collections which stayed within the family and 
contemporary pieces. The collections are diverse and include everyday items such as rat traps 
and donkey muzzles, dramatic ceremonial regalia and a fantasy Ghanaian coffin.  
 
 
Lucie Smolderen 
 
Collecting two wedding blankets in the Dendi (North Benin): the reactivation of a 
“phantom” activity 
 
Keywords: Ethnography, Collection, Technological System, Material Culture, Textile  
 
My research, based on two periods of fieldwork conducted in the Dendi region of northern 
Benin (2012 and 2013) as part of the global Crossroads of Empires project, specifically deals 
with the pre-industrial and pre-colonial textile production of this area, with a focus on 
weaving. For the last two centuries this system of production has changed immensely and 
was finally completely abandoned by its practitioners in the 1980s. Technological enquiries 
were thus based on oral interviews rather than on observations of the technical act itself. 
Consequently, the project became more historical than technological. However, in 2013, I 
had the opportunity to supervise the commissioning and production of two typical wedding 
blankets (called Babbagi), within the context of a museum collecting initiative (one of these 
blankets will enter the Horniman Museum’s collection and the other will be part of the 
Crossroads of Empires’ exhibition which will be held at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts 
in 2014). Our small team was designated to find an old weaver still capable of producing 
textiles for us. In this context, obtaining the ethnographic object wasn’t about collecting it; it 
was about reactivating a “phantom” activity which had been inactive for many years. The 
presentation offers a detailed review of this experience.        
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Chris Wingfield 
 
Museum Collections as Archaeological Assemblages 
 
Keywords: missionaries, European-Africa connections, archaeological assemblage, sites 
of deposition 
 
Drawing on research that attempted to reconstruct the museum of the London Missionary 
Society (1814-1910), this paper will consider the degree to which museum collections can be 
regarded as archaeological assemblages or sites of deposition, which preserve information 
about Europe's connections with Africa in the recent past. Rather than regarding museums 
simply as sites of storage and display, it will be suggested that they can be regarded as 
institutions with significant histories that contributed to the establishment of the modern 
world. Bringing an archaeological sensibility to our understanding of museums has the 
potential to transform collections into complex and powerful objects of study.  
 
 
 


